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A SUBTLE BALANCE Bruton’s Untitled Landscape 111
Greg Cooke. September 27, 2013

At Cade Tompkins Projects (198 Hope St., Providence, through October 26), RISD professor
Donnamaria Bruton is all about laidback, improvisational-seeming handcraft that aims to be as
delicate and sensitive as a diary.

This solo show surveys two decades of work. Bruton’s Chandelier (1996—’98) has a sort of
patchwork surface as she builds up layers of collage and a thickly stenciled curling, floral
wallpaper pattern. The main motif is a sketchily painted chandelier on the right side. It combines
for a feeling of passing time and evaporating memories.

At times, Bruton’s composted imagery becomes muddled. But recent landscape paintings find a
subtle balance of incident and openness, of thick and thin, of improvisational and planned. In
Untitled Landscape Il (2010-"11), rings of smoke or clouds hover in the air above little islands
of stenciled sweet, white flowers.

In another watery scene, Untitled Landscape IV (2008—"10), white islands are topped by daubs of
paint suspended in thick puddles of clear gel stuck onto the wood she’s painting on. And she lets
the attractive grain of the plywood veneer show through thin golden and rosy washes of paint. It
evokes the feeling of glowing, golden sunrises over flat high tide seas.
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